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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know you better. 
Please take the time to fill out an information card, available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop it in the offering basket 
during service — if it’s your first time, a little info about who you are is your offering to us- or slip it into one of the triangular 


information kiosks in the foyer. 


Stop by our “Connect Center” — located in the SW lounge just off the main foyer— after any service for a casual introduc- 
tion to our church community. For more information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If 
you have additional questions, please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintaining communication and community among believers. Not only did 
the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, they’re in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill continues to 
grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and me and Him. 





The Vox Pops 
Back 


Last month, in a shameless call for adulation, we asked if 
the monthly, printed edition of the Vox Pop was worth its 
weight in tree pulp; thanks for all the responses from here 
and abroad! Here’s a sampling. 


Dear VP, 
After reading June’s query on how meaningful or helpful Vox 
Pop is, | would just like to extend my appreciation to the 
writers and ministry staff who put this together. | recently 
visited Seattle in hopes of moving there this fall and checked 
out the church. It was a great service and | definitely felt 
welcome. | picked up May’s copy of Vox Pop, went home and 
scoured every page. It was great to get to know the church 
as a visitor. | truly got a thorough look at what the church 
stood for, what it was doing in its community, and how this 
church interacted. | tore out the page with the small groups 
to give it to a friend who lives in Seattle and told her she had 
to join a group. 

| even passed on the idea [of the Vox Pop] to my church 
here in Kansas City. | love the new format too! Also, since 
it has the look of one of the weekly papers that are all over 
cities now, Its an easy piece to give someone you meet in a 
cafe to start a conversation around, or to leave behind for 
someone to pick up. | would be picking up two copies in that 
case however... 

Thanks again for you work, for me it was well worth it! 


Ryan Skjervem 


Dear VP, 

Every month I take 50 copies of the Vox Pop and distribute 
them to the lobbies of the apartment buildings | manage and 
put them next to the Queen Anne and Magnolia newspapers... 
and when they are taken | usually re-up a few more, making 
sure not to waste. | also keep a few on hand for prospective 
tenants when | am talking about the neighborhood, parks, 
schools, bus lines. So, please continue to publish; | prefer 
newsprint in hand to digital communication, and am thinking 
of a few other places to distribute them. 


Lisa Puddy 


Dear VP, 
l'm not a member — I’m not even on the right continent (yet), 
but | do follow the activities and sermons of Mars Hill. | was 
over in Seattle at the end of January and had the privilege of 
attending a service. Wow. 

| only write to encourage you, that even if | really don’t 
count [you do, Kat!], your work is read, and God does use 
Vox Pop to reach, challenge and encourage people — people 
you perhaps never even thought about reaching... in Northern 
Ireland! | have also been known to print off articles and wave 
them under the noses of people who need to read them, so 
you may inadvertently have a mission you weren't aware of!! 


Kat McAleese 
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Family 
Expansion 





By Pastor James Harleman 


On Saturday June 18th, Mars Hill Church had it’s first 
“New Membership Day”, and 100 churchgoers became 
members of our church family. Whereas in previous sea- 
sons prospective members simply met on the last day of 
class, or at an evening meeting, this summer nearly 200 
existing members set aside an entire Saturday to put on an 
extravaganza for those who had decided that Mars Hill is 
their church home. 

After meeting with an existing member, new members 
visited our “ministry fair” to explore the wide array of op- 
portunities for members provide hospitality to our guests 
at services and midweek; representatives from our small 
groups throughout greater Seattle were also on hand to 
meet new members living in the same neighborhood. At 
the end of the day, new members enjoyed refreshments 
provided by our Welcome Team. 

Membership is our church's way of modeling Romans 
12, where we see the family of believers interact as one 
body, committed and participatory for the gospel here in 
Seattle. Becoming a member denotes that a churchgoer 
is a Christian on board with Mars Hill’s theology and mis- 
sion and participates with their time, treasure and talents 
as demonstrated in God’s word. Our next Gospel Class 
begins Sunday July 10 at 3pm for those interested in 
membership with Mars Hill Church. Register online at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 1% 






While their parents meet with members, the kids enjoy games and 
activities overseen by Children’s Ministry. 





Pastor James opens the day with instruction and prayer. 









Existing members meet with new members, sharing 
the story of their lives and how they met Christ. 





Community Group leaders meet new members 
as they head for refreshments, connecting with 
small groups living in their neighborhood. 





hi 2 
Volunteers represent the wide variety of ministries as new members 
determine where they'd like to serve. 


Mars Hill photographers take headshots for members to use as 
avatars once they obtain access to the Members’ website. 
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Spotlight 
on Vision 
Nationals 


By Cristina S. Richie 





E.M. Forster never articulated India like this in his novel, 
A Passage to India. In fact, the notion of India most people 
hold is largely secular and blind to the saints spreading 
Christ’s Good News. Despite this misconception, there is an 
organization challenging the idea of what spirituality means 
in India. 

Vision Nationals began its ministry in 1992 in the tribal 
area of Vizag, India. The founder of Vision Nationals, Arjuna 
Chiguluri, was saved at the age of 17 through his scriptural 
searches. From an upper caste of Hindus, he now passion- 
ately shares the living God among his nation. He, with the help 
of God and many men and women, has spread the gospel all 


IE’ m 


over India. 








A recently completed Cafeteria building, for meals, study and prayer. 
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This July, a group of eleven people associated with Mars 
Hill Church will travel to India to work with VN for three weeks. 
The leader, Shane Hulbert, said, “Every mission that God has 
called me on has been life changing: life changing in me, in 
my team members, and in those with whom we are sharing 
God's love. Every time | think about it, | thank and praise Him 
for allowing me to serve Him in this way.” People like Shane, 
with a passion for Christ, and other missionaries spread the 
Truth all over India. 

With the assistance of Vision Nationals, over the last 
two to three decades, the number of Christians in India has 
grown from less than 3 percent to approximately 8 percent. 
There are now over 80 churches planted and 50 pastors 
supported through the ministry, with the central location on 
India and an office in Colorado. VN’s ability to reach people 
who do not know Christ is impressive, but they do more than 
church planting. 

Vision National's ministry is four-fold. The most prominent 
aspect is the church planting in India, but they also provide 
housing for low-income youth through the Master’s Children’s 
Home. This is an orphanage which began in 1999 with 20 kids 
and has since expanded to over 90. Without this program, 
the children would end up as child laborers or street kids. VN 
focuses on preparation of minds as well as salvation of souls. 
Education absorbs two of the other church programs. 

God has definitely blessed VN and they ambitiously look 
toward their next endeavors. Confident in God’s hand, Arjuna 
and the staff at Vision Nationals have three main goals for 
their vision of where they would like to see Vision Nationals 
progress. The first is expansion. The goal is to develop and 
enlarge the Bible College and the Children’s Home facilities to 
increase space for church plant training and attendance. The 
second objective is another church planting endeavor in other 
Asian countries where the Word can be spread to those who 
haven't heard. The third aim is a land expansion to construct 
the needed buildings for their expansion. These projects are 
supported through prayer and dedication, and funded by 
sponsors, moved in the generosity of Christ. 

Monthly donations ranging from $25-$300 support 
the organization and the people they help, including children, 
bible students, church planters and staff. Donations can be 
sent to Vision Nationals, 116 Village Square West Ridgeway, 
CO. 81432. 

Vision Nationals continues to share the Word throughout 
India with perseverance and dedication. 1% 





At a recent pastor’s training conference. 





A weekly gathering at 6p 
fellowship and teaching pe 
Bring your own food and Sómething to 
share if you like! Pack your ‘isboeae 
volleyball, etc. as well. 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
uS aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Hero” 
Friday, June 8, 6:45 p.m. 
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ENTERING 


ACTS 


Vox Pop’s bimonthly exploration of 
the A29 network 








By Dustin Nickerson 


Ladies and Gentlemen: welcome to Doxa — an Acts 29 prod- 
uct going places fast and taking plenty of creative routes to 
get there. Certainly not without many trials have they made 
it thus far. 

Less than five years ago, Doxa existed as Grace 
Community Church, a dying body that had been in place since 
1949. Five members every Sunday would gather over a phone 
book and pray for God to send them people. God answered 
those prayers and also sent them a leader, Bill Clem. 

Clem is the head pastor at Doxa and made his way out 
of the Acts 29 network to get setup in West Seattle, and 
he’s been pouring his life into the church ever since. Along 
with the rest of the church, Clem admits that Doxa has suc- 
ceeded because of two things: a lot of risks taken, and even 
more grace given. 

Before entering into the Acts 29 program, Clem knew 
Pastor Mark through mutual involvement in various college 
ministries. Clem had formed a Bible study in West Seattle 
that he thought he could make a church from, but he wanted 
Acts 29 to help him in planting other churches that would 
be involved with his vision of shared ministry. Pastor Mark 
encouraged Clem to get involved right away in order to start 
establishing the relationship. Then, when Clem’s wife was 
diagnosed with cancer, he realized why God had connected 
him with the network right away. 

“| ended up needing it,” Clem recalls, “if not just for the 
friendships and being able to talk to someone, all the support 
was there.” 

Clem and Doxa proved able to prevail and went public 
in December of 2003. According to their mission statement, 
Doxa exists in order to create a “creative community inspiring 
people through love, truth and beauty to live life as modeled 
by the Trinity.” 

That emphasis on community can’t be missed from the 
second you walk into the building. Doxa wants people in their 
church to be a family, and they do everything they can to 
provide those avenues. 

For example, every Monday the entire church is invited 
to attend the Zeteo prayer service. This is an hour and half 
dedicated to repentance, praise, listening, and prayer for the 
corporate body. 

Also, on the first Sunday of the each month, Doxa gath- 
ers in place of their normal service for their Doxa Feast. This 
is exactly what the name says it is—a service full of food and 





fellowship where everyone meets and enjoys being a family 
of God. 

A lot of churches push its members to have lunch with 
one another after service, whereas Doxa provides their own 
café downstairs, the Flying Lion Café. The Flying Lion Café 
opens right after the service, and provides food, music, and 
an environment designed to get people to connect with one 
another authentically. But it’s not just Doxa members that 
attend. 

“There’s people who don’t go to this church but come 
to the café at 6:30 every week,” says Clem. 

Throughout the week members meet for the Alpha and 
Delta groups as well. Alpha groups are geared towards 
newer believers, and they exist to help Christian’s work out 
the kinks of their faith early on. Delta groups talk about ev- 
erything from the current preaching series (currently they are 
going through the book of Hebrews), to “cancer chat,” to the 
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one group dedicated to the 12-steps of recovery. The 12- 
step recovery group meets on Mondays in the Café as well, 
as it caters specially to people in AA programs regardless of 
whether or not they attend the church. 

Doxa is revolutionary in more ways than one, but prob- 
ably the most notable is their shared ministry value, officially 
called Centrifuge Ministries. Centrifuge is made up of three 
Western Washington churches, Pneuma (spirit) in Federal 
Way, Soma (body) in Tacoma, and Doxa (glory). Together, 
these three churches share preaching, music, and ministry 
duties for each other. Most members have a central home, 
but are always willing to fill a need at the other two. 

Taylor Potter is an example of one of those members, 
whose home church is Pneuma, but comes up to play drums 
for Doxa a few times a month. Clem also rotates preaching 
from church to church, giving other pastors and members 
the chance to preach at Doxa, like Brent Turner. Turner has 
an interesting story that led him to Doxa. 

A few years back, Turner was down at Gasworks Park 
when Mars Hill happened to be performing the now infamous 
Lake Union baptisms. Turner asked Pastor Mark about any 
good churches out in West Seattle. Pastor Mark told him 
about the recent church plant, Doxa, and said they could 
use some help. Turner went, got involved immediately, and 
currently preaches about once a month, though he is only a 
member. 

“It helps to keep people from over-valuing the guy 
up there,” Turner said of the rotating preaching duties. 
“Wherever we can lead, we should. | feel like Bill...has a 
clear vision of shared ministry that we all help in.” 

This vision has led Doxa to it’s own style which includes 
opening new avenues for all to participate in Worship, help- 
ing to meaningfully and artistically respond to the sermon and 
to Jesus. Enter Scott Erickson. He fills a role that definitely 
does not go unnoticed. Erickson stands in front on the stage 
every Sunday, alone, with a blank canvas in front of him. As 
the sermon begins, he does too. Erickson paints as his heart 
leads him to, and as the scriptures being preached move 
him. At the end of every service, he then comes onto stage 
and explains his artwork, 

The walls of the sanctuary are covered with Erickson’s 
art, each standing probably six feet tall. “They act as our 
stained glassed windows,” says Clem. “We call our service 
an ‘Encounter’ service, and with Eric you encounter through 
creativity. 

In the Flying Lion Café a quote by Ingmar Bergman 
is posted, “Art lost its basic creative drive the moment it was 
separated from worship.” Certainly, Doxa has reconciled 
the two. .% 


DETAILS 

Church: Doxa 

Location: West Seattle 
Lead Pastor: Bill Clem 
A29 Web: www.a29.org 


Meeting Time: 

Encounter Service 
Sundays @ 5pm-6:30pm 
Phone: 206.932.2411 

Web: www.doxachurch.org 
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Working as 


a witness 
The story of Mark Bergin 


By Amity Egge 





One year before graduating the University of Washington 
Mark Bergin began writing sports stories for the Seattle 
Post Intelligencer. At UW Bergin was a history major, who 
started writing sports stories for UW’s student newspaper 
The Daily, because he enjoyed sports and played them 
throughout high school. During his sophomore year he 
became a Christian and wrote his first faith driven article 
titled, “I am a Christian,” which was featured in the op-ed 
section of the paper. 

He continued to write for the P-I after graduating and 
quickly became the P-I’s new “golden boy.” After writing an 
article about a basketball player from Bremerton who was a 
Christian, which included his profession of his faith through 
the use of a quote at the bottom of the story, Bergin was 
inspired. 

This inspiration led Bergin down a passionate road, in 
which he boldly decided that he would write another article 
about another basketball player from Bremerton who was 
a Christian and about to enter the glamorous and enticing 
world of college basketball. He interviewed the basketball 
player's mother, grandmother, and members of his com- 
munity then turned it in to his editor near the end of the 
weekend. 

On Monday Bergin looked to see that his story had 
not been printed. Nobody had said anything to him about 
it, but it was obviously related to the content of the article. 
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In the article, Bergin compared the 
basketball player to the Prophet 
Daniel who went into Babylon and 
survived the lions’ den. 

Looking back he can see why 
the P-I chose not to print it. Not 
only did he use Bible stories in the 
article, he did not remain detached 
from the subject of his article. 

“In that article | celebrated 
his faith rather than recording it,” 
Bergin said. “And while | think it is 
appropriate to celebrate his faith 
the P-I is not going to print an article 
to celebrate someone's faith.” 
the 
slightly tarnished Bergin’s reputa- 


Unfortunately, article 
tion at the P-I. He was expecting to 
get hired on as a staff writer, a year 
and a half ago, before he wrote the 
article. 





“No one lights a lamp and hides it in 
a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, 
he puts it on a stand, so that those 
who come in can see the light. 
For there is nothing hidden that will 
not be disclosed, and nothing 
concealed that will not be known 
or brought out into the open. 
Therefore consider carefully how 
you listen. Whoever has will be given 
more; whoever does not have, 
even what he thinks he has will be 
taken from him.” (Luke 8:16-18) 





“| was trying to hit a grand slam, when | should have 
been going for a base hit,” Bergin said. 

Although, Bergin has decided not to push his Christian 
views, which is pretty tough to do in sports writing anyway, 
Bergin does try his best to be a good witness. 

“| was grieved that my article may have affected my 
Christian witness,” Bergin said. “If you are a believer and 
you are not going to be quiet about it, then you better be 
good, so they can’t fire you.” 

Bergin’s editors have told him that he is a pleasure to 
work with, because he does not turn down assignments 
and he never misses his deadlines. He has often been 
praised for his work ethic. 

Bergin also writes for Christian World Magazine where 
he gets to tell the truth and use scripture in his stories. 

“The great thing about writing for World is that you get 
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right in there and tell the true story...but you don’t reach the 


kind of audience that the P-I reaches...you preach to the 
choir,” Bergin said. 

Sometimes he feels torn between the two, because 
Christian and secular writing approach the world from op- 
posite assumptions in what it means to be human. However, 
supporting a wife and a baby on a strictly freelance writing 
income, keeps him motivated to do both. 

He says that he never gets writers block when he looks 


at the face of his baby between paragraphs. w4 
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A mentor 
for Christ 


Emily Martin 





By Venus Tan 


A ready smile and a bold hospitable spirit are part of 
what makes Emily Martin an excellent mentor in Athletes 
in Action (AIA), a ministry branch of Campus Crusade 
for Christ. Having resigned from her research position in 
a biotechnology company, Emily joined AIA at University 
of Washington as an intern. She now has a permanent 
position on the staff, sharing her leadership skills in 
various outreach ministries. 

Martin has been under the godly guidance of Mars Hill 
Members Donna Gunn and Pam Shavey, who also work for 
AIA. These women have been personal mentors to Martin, 
which has empowered her to step into that role for seven 
female college athletes. 

Martin views her mentoring as being an ambassador 
for Christ. She finds it humbling and rewarding when He 
uses her to positively impact the lives of others. For Martin, 
being His servant is to take the initiative to reach out to 
others. She feels convicted by the great commission of 
Christ to make disciples of all nations. 
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“.And | pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, may have 

power, together with all the saints, 

to grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of Christ, 
and to know this love that Suroasses 
knowledge -that you may be filled to 

the measure of all the fullness 
of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19) 





In spite of her desire to reach out, Martin finds it hard 
to initiate each mentoring relationship. “I need Him to 
enable me,” she said. Philippians 4: 13 “I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength” is her favorite verse. 

Working for AIA has helped Martin to become a leader 
among women and she uses these leadership skills as the 
co-head of a Student Athletes Leadership Team (SALT). 
She also practices fellowship and hospitality by organizing 
game meets where various sports teams such as golf, vol- 
leyball, soccer and tennis get together to play. 

“| want others to know His love,” says Martin. God’s 
love is Martin’s motivation for her work in the AIA ministry. 
Martin finds joy in using God’s gifts to be a blessing to 
others. “Walking close to Jesus helps equip me. | discover 
God's heart to be a giver,” Martin laughed joyfully. 

Martin also has to constantly raise financial support 
for her work. Presently she has a few faithful contribu- 
tors who donate monthly as well as occasional one-time 
donors. \/ 





PEOPLE 


r do you still have questions about 
what mars hill believes, or just 
about the gospel’? 


k (see the events page for detalls; this clase is 
a Prerequisite for church membership and 
all other capstone classes) 


join us this summer, sunday 
afternoons at 3 prn beginning july 
10 for this eight week exploration 
of our doctrine and mission 


thegospelciass 


PRODUCTION YA , 
MAINTENANCE aly 


(PART OF THE 

BREAKFAST CLUB) 

HELP YOUR CHURCH 

WITH THS VITAL MINISTRY ! 

We WILL FEE HANGING VEW 
SCREENS, FOCUSING LIGHTS AMP 
GIVING A HAND WITH OTHER 
SERVICE PROPUCTION VEEDS, 

TO HOOF UP WTH THE CREW, EMAIL 
GOOSECMARSHILLCHURCH ORG 








Attention Business Owners! 









Do you have a passion for golf 

and helping others? 

Sponsorships Needed 

The Mars Hill Golf Classic, benefiting 
the Agathos Foundation, needs you! 


Promote your business by signing up 
for one of our sponsorship packages 
which may include: 

- logo exposure on printed material 

- media exposure 

- sponsored holes 

- signage 

- display booths 

- sponsored golf teams 








Cantact Meilee Lim at immei@gmail.com 
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The Man 
Behind the 
Mask 


The story of Damian Shepard 
By Tera L. Miller 


Who would have thought that a ministry could have come 
out of a mascot job that started at $25 a game and all the 
pizza you could eat? Mars Hill Church member Damian 
Shepard thought his first mascot gig for the Mobile Mysticks 
Hockey Team as “Puck the Mystick Dragon” was simply a 
great way to be a part of the sport, minus the speed and 
size needed to compete. Twenty-six-years-old at the time, 
Damian was unaware that this would be the springboard 
for a closer walk with Christ and a way to connect with 
non-believers. 

With a passion for “being a nut”, Damian enjoyed the 
thrill of putting on a mask and full mascot gear with the sole 
task of making thousands of people laugh. So it was this 
passion combined with fond memories of “Puck” that drove 
Damian to try out for the coveted “Aubie” mascot while 
attending Auburn University in Alabama on a GI Bill. After 
three years of pursuit (and a broken arm), he was finally 
crowned with the flashy orange and black tiger costume. 
Damian recalls that it was a tremendous year in his life, one 
of personal growth. 

Upon graduation, Damian retired his whiskers and 
returned to the “real world” to try his hand at marketing, 
sales, and graphic design. But after 9/11, he found himself 
struggling to find anything. That’s when he reconnected 
with a former mascot buddy who encouraged him to send 
his tapes to professional sports teams. Apparently, full time 
mascots are few and far between, but if you have a good 
video, you are golden. 

With his heart set on the Seattle Seahawks, Damian 
sent a tape to both the Seahawks and the Mariners. In 2002 
he flew out for auditions and went in wanting the Seahawks 
job, but through God’s divine direction, he left wanting the 
Mariners job. And that’s just what he got — a full time posi- 
tion as the Mariner Moose and the consent to adorn his 
head with antlers and wear a crisp, white jersey. 

After a couple years on the job and in the middle of 
a long road trip last fall, Damian admitted that, “the enemy 
was working on me really hard.” Although he had been 
raised in a Christian home by godly parents and believed 
in God since childhood, feelings of emptiness still engulfed 
his heart. Making the decision to move to Seattle had been 
of his own will, and he had yet to call on God for guidance. 
He decided to crack open a Bible from the desk of his 
hotel room and soon found himself searching for the truth. 
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Do you not know that in arace all the 
runners run, but only one gets the 
prize? Run in such a way as to get 
the prize. Everyone who competes 

in the games goes into Strict training. 

They do it to get a crown that will not 
last; but we do it to get a crown that 

will last forever. Therefore | do not run 

like aman running aimlessly; | do not 
fight like a man beating the air. 
No, | beat my body and make it my 
slave so that after | have preached to 
others, | myself will not be disquaili- 
fied for the prize. (1 Cor. 9:24-27) 
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Each day he read a little more and each day he grew closer 
to the Lord, which was a turning point in his Christian walk. 

Since Damian’s decision last October to rededicate 
his life to the Lord and become a Mars Hill member in 
December, his perspective on his life has significantly 
changed. Instead of wondering why he wasn’t measuring 
up to those around him, he stopped using outside gauges 
and started using God as his measuring stick. 

More than just a game, Damian now sees his job as a 
way to reach people in a way that is comfortable for them. 
Who can resist the warm, fuzzy handshake of a jolly moose? 
Without the mask, though, Damian has had the opportunity 
to share Christ’s love with many sports figures, their fami- 
lies, and others in the industry. Many believers take batting 
practice, attend the wives’ luncheons, and pat the Moose 
on his furry back. 

Some might still wonder where the prestige is in being 
a professional mascot. Rather than getting caught up in the 
“is this all that | am?” mentality regarding his job, Damian has 
taken on an attitude that will inspire even Oscar the Grouch. 
“It’s a blessing to be in the position | am in,” Damian says. 
“It’s got a lot of weight and credibility, and to use it scriptur- 
ally and in the community — that’s an incredible gift.” 

Damian currently mentors a “little brother” who responds 
positively to the expression of Christ’s love that Damian exem- 
plifies both as himself and as the Moose. Damian admits, “He 
just nods his head ‘yes’ to everything | say and do because 
of what | do.” Such an influence can be both a blessing and 
a burden. As Damian quoted Spider-man, “With great power 
comes great responsibility.” 

Damian explains that his life has “been on fire” since 
he has drawn closer to God. In the trail of this faith-driven 
fire, Damian has seen many of his close friends seek the 
truth and eventually come to Christ. His current roommate 
is seeking God and his previous roommate/assistant is now 
a Christian and attends Mars Hill Church. 

For a job that started on a whim, Damian has 
embraced the opportunities before him and found a 
way to use them to serve the Lord. He admits, “I’m not 
Peter or Paul or John or anything, but whatever it is | 
do, or however my personality is, if I’m not using it for 
God, I’m not really using it for what I’m supposed to.” 

When asked how long he thinks he'll remain as the 
Moose, Damian replied, “As long as my knees hold out. I’m a 


12-year-old in a 35-year-old’s body.” 1% 








David 


A Braveheart Story 


By Josh Withrow 





It was 1992 when | first wanted to be an X-man. In the back 
of my Eighth grade Biology class | was introduced to my first 
comic book hero: Wolverine. The Adamantium-wielding vigi- 
lante represented all that was potent and powerful, and all 
my pubescence screamed to pattern myself after the hero. 
It wasn’t long before | was enamored with other characters 
such as Gambit, Rogue, and The Beast. All wonderful. All 
extraordinary. All fake—even Wolverine. (Sorry, guys) 

Comic book illustrators have always played on the 
daring wishes of young boys, and sometimes men, to bol- 
ster their profits and create a multi-billion dollar industry. 
Thankfully, there are artists who desire to tell stories of truth 
through their craft. It is in one these stories that we are 
reminded of a boy’s courage, honor, and passion. All the 
facets of a comic book juggernaut with one major differ- 
ence: the story is real. The unparalleled story of an anointed 
child resounds in vivid truth in the new comic book series, 
David, written and illustrated by Mars Hill’s own Royden 
Lepp. When asked to describe David, Royden simple 
stated: “It’s a Braveheart story.” 

Royden can’t remember the first time he picked up a 
pencil and started drawing, but he drew with his friends 
whenever he had the opportunity. Eventually, he began 
to look at his own drawings, and to his surprise he found 
that “man, I’m kinda good.” When the time came, Royden 
attended the Vancouver Film School, in Vancouver B.C., 
where he went through a rigorous seven-day-a-week course 
for a full year. 

“I worked in the studio from the time it opened until 
they locked the doors at night. And after | left the studio, 
| went home and sat at my desk to draw more.” After a 
year, Royden left school with a certificate in Classical 
Animation. 

With the finished product of David years down the 
road, Royden’s first attempt to get published was in the 





genre of children’s literature. Writing and illustrating his 


own story, he sent submissions in for review, but each 
new letter met the same fate. Companies weren't inter- 
ested in the story. In an attempt to clear his mind, Royden 
began drawing scenes from the life of David, which were 
inspired by the book David in the series Great Lives, by 
Chuck Swindoll. Frame by frame stories and sidebars filled 
Royden’s pages. Eventually, a comic breathed. While at 
work, one of Royden’s co-workers noticed his art and di- 
rected him to Alias Enterprise, a Christian based company 
in the mainstream market. Royden met with Alias, and the 
company was impressed by Royden’s work, and offered 
to publish his book if it were made into a three-book mini- 
series. Thus were the beginnings of the David series. 

Like any good artist, Royden immediately changed 
his work. After corrections were made, one-third of the 
book had been revamped, and “creative laziness” was 
transformed into creative genius. 

“Nothing was even planned out. | wasn’t even trying 
to make a comic book. | had guys come up to me who had 
been trying to get their illustrations published for years and 
ask me how | did it.” 
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Royden chose to illustrate the early life of David be- 
cause of the few details the Bible gives about the solitary 
shepherd, which gave Royden all the creative freedom he 
needed. 

“It's such an interesting story. I’m just trying to tell a 
good story about a well-established character. I’m trying 
to fill in the gaps to an already well-written plot. | like to 
think about what would have probably happened in those 
instances. I like to try to understand what David might have 
been like.” 

Although the content of David is based on a Biblical 
character, Royden is reluctant to say that he wants to 
overtly evangelize through his art. 

“| want to inspire young artists-to-be. | want them to 
be blessed by their enjoyment of the story. | want to have 
the experience of someone coming up to me and saying ‘l 
loved your book.’ That’s my ministry. That’s what my hope 
is. | seek God's guidance in my art all the time, and | pray 
that God convicts me if | am doing something wrong.” 

In a world of lies, there is a refreshing truth in the tale 
of David. This animated series brings the life of David to the 
forefront while deviating from the comic protocol of sex and 
grotesque violence. And like David, we too fight our own 
“Braveheart stories.” Though we wish we could fly over l-5 
traffic, we can’t (or at least | can’t). All our lives are “gritty 
and rough” during some part of the day. And though David 
is drawn in reds and greens, the true medium is our lives. 
As the great Picasso once said, “Art is a lie which leads 
to the truth.” May we look at David, and all other art, and 
remember that inside each brush stroke, each chord, each 
monologue, there is truth, and that truth should ultimately 
lead us to the Truth—Jesus Christ 

In Royden’s own journey he has experienced many set 
backs, but the Lord has proven Himself to be faithful and 
true, and now Royden is beginning to see the fruits of his 
labor. But he is quick to recognize the influential people in 
his journey: his wife, Ruth, and his father “(you too mom).” 

“| have to give credit to my wife. She has been so 
gracious with our time and money to allow me to work on 
my book. | love her very much. My father has also been both 
a great inspiration and teacher. 

In parting humor, Royen revealed his secret identity to 
be none other than “Clark Kent, minus the tights.” We thank 
you for no tights. \"% 


If you are interested in purchasing David, there will 
be limited copies available at the Mars Hill bookstore. 
There will also be copies available at The Comic Stop 
in Lynnwood and most other comic book stores. Royden 
and Ruth are donating all proceeds from the book sales 
at church to the Mars Hill building fund. 
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Tinkering with 
Legends 


Disgrace and Redemption from 


Gotham City to A Galaxy Far, Far Away 
By Pastor James Harleman 


“Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith” 

Starring: Ewan McGregor, Natalie Portman, 
Hayden Christenson and Yoda 

Directed by George Lucas 


“Batman Begins” 

Starring Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Liam Neeson 
and Morgan Freeman 

Directed by Christopher Nolan 


Somewhere in the far reaches of space, James Earl Jones’ 
deep bass voice warbles an agonizing “NO”, causing audi- 
ences to snicker, belly-laugh, groan or just fidget awkwardly 
in their seats as Darth Vader is born; meanwhile, as an IMAX 
screen zooms in on a dirty alley in Gotham City, centered on 
a young Bruce Wayne trembling as his dying father tells him 
not to be afraid, viewers respond with genuine emotion. Two 
men destined to spend a lot of time in black body armor evoke 
startlingly different reactions from moviegoers this summer, 
as Hollywood tampers with these iconic characters to varying 
degrees of success. 

Nearly thirty years ago, audiences of all ages marveled 
as the first (fourth?) Star Wars film hit the silver screen. John 
Williams’ unforgettable march music set the dark tone for the 
original trilogy’s villain, prone to choking disagreeable friends 


Vv 


July 03 2005 


and foes, making old men disappear, and giving his son a 
(severed) hand. The skull-like helmet, labored breathing, dark 
cape and deep voice left an unforgettable impression, and his 
eventual redemption was a shocking thrill in the early eighties 
as the saga came to a close... or so we thought. The mov- 
ies had the unique effect of capturing all-ages, and people 
who didn’t even like science fiction or fantasy. Its cross-genre 
appeal has not truly been matched until recently, when Peter 
Jackson's adaptation of Tolkien kept us breathless for twelve 
hours spread over three years. 

Sadly, the typical response to this third installment in the 
Star Wars prequel trilogy has been “Well, it was WAY bet- 
ter than the first two”... which is far from a complement, but 
rather a reminder of how mediocre and tired the franchise has 
become. We've endured “Darth Vader” reduced to a vacant- 
eyed, eight-year old with a floppy-eared Jamaican sidekick, 
then morphed to a mewling, wanna-be backstreet boy feeling 
underappreciated. Despite fan’s expectations that Lucas had a 
prequel trilogy meticulously plotted out, he admits that the first 
two films were mostly improve — like jazz — and that the third 
installment contained the bulk of story plot he’d envisioned to 
convey Anakin Skywalker’s descent to the dark side. 

Lucas should stick with classical composition. His 
“cinematic jazz” was directionless eye candy with even staler 
dialogue than the first trilogy and an evident lack of enthusiasm 
amidst his cast. “Revenge of the Sith”, although honestly on 
par with the original films, is dragged down by the weight of its 
prequel predecessors. Hayden Christenson, lan McDiarmid, 
and Ewan McGregor are actually compelling this time around, 
and Anakin’s fall from grace is predictable, but engaging. 
There are still some moments that make us want to cringe, but 
fortunately very little Jar-Jar Binks. Still, it’s sad to admit that 
“Clone Wars”, the cartoon produced by Cartoon Network as 
a bridge piece between the second and third films, is actually 
more imaginative and entertaining than the films themselves. 
If you try to forget the first two films, watching this animated 
series and then taking in the third film actually makes for a 
pretty enjoyable experience. 

The real issue is that Star Wars was not broken, but 
George Lucas felt compelled to “fix” it. Not only do his pre- 
quels necessarily reinterpret conversations and relationships 
in the original trilogy, he’s gone and edited and altered the 
original films to bend it all to his new vision. A ghostly Hayden 
Christenson has been pasted in at the end of Return of the 
Jedi. Elephant-eared Gungans squeal “Wee-sa free!” after 
the Death Star is destroyed. Whereas in its original form, the 
Star Wars franchise had that unique all-ages appeal (which 
even now is captured by rare films like “The Incredibles” or 
“Shrek”) it now primarily engages only a target audience of 
youngsters and the same crowd that will be going to see 
“Herbie: Fully Loaded”. 

| did find the spiritual hypocrisy in the film to be quite 
interesting. Anakin’s tension has come from the fact that the 
Buddhist-like Jedi aren’t allowed to marry, and he’s secretly 
got a wife and little babies on the way. He has a vision of her 
death, and is simply told not to have emotional attachments. 
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He’s also told by Obi-Wan later in the film, when arguing 
that “you're either for me or against me” that “only the Sith 
deal in absolutes”. Obi-Wan Kenobi, however, seems to 
stand on the notion that his statement is true absolutely; 
he also stands on the notion that all Sith are evil and must 
be destroyed, which seems pretty absolute to me. The Sith 
Lord also essentially tells him that good and evil are merely 
different points of view, which he uses against Obi-Wan later 
when he tells him that “in my eyes, the Jedi are evil”. This 
idea of subjective interpretation is something Obi-Wan will 
later teach Luke Skywalker, which implies that perhaps the 
Jedi and Sith aren't as different as they like to think. Indeed, 
although | don’t think Lucas intended to promote this idea, 
| think that perhaps Darth Vader DID bring balance to the 
force... by ultimately tearing down BOTH Jedi and Sith 
which represented variant but equally flawed ideologies. 

At the end of the day, | think some fans did feel re- 
morse, as a newly mechanized Anakin raises his arms and 
cries out at the end of “Revenge of the Sith”... but this is 
because Vaders resounding “NO” mirrors their anguish 
over George’s retooling of this franchise. Maybe Darth isn’t 
even shrieking about the loss of his limbs, his spouse, or his 
soul... but rather that his relevance has been reduced from 


that of iconic villain to the topper on a Slurpee cup. 





The same geeks that spend much of their time in the Star 
Wars Universe, of course, often have time-shares in nearby 
cities like Gotham, where men dress up like bats and clowns 
and flit about the rooftops. When last we left the Dark Knight 
Detective, he was mincing through a movie with a grin bigger 
than Adam West's and exchanging one-liners with a bald 
Governor Schwarzenegger. Director Joel Schumachers 
nudge-nudge, wink-wink, rubber-suited homoerotic spin on 
the Batman made the franchise collapse into a sinkhole deep- 
er than the Batcave. The warped, gothic imagining of Bruce 
Wayne's alter-ego begun by Tim Burton had been desecrated 
beyond repair. 

Eight years later, the director of “Memento” and 
“Insomnia” has successfully flushed the stench of bat guano 
out of Gotham’s sewers, replacing it with perhaps the best 
adaptation of a comic book character yet. Starting fresh with 
no connection to previous films, Batman Begins” is exactly 
what it sounds like — a clean slate and serious, in-depth look 
at a character who has endured as an icon since 1939. 


With the success of more faithful adaptations of comic charac- 
ters and stories (Spider-man, Sin City), director Chris Nolan has 
remained true to the spirit of the character and the pathos that 
has made him endure as classic narrative for almost a century. 

Hiring actors instead of celebrities or models, Nolan 
brings a deeper level of acting to a genre in which it is rarely 
utilized or appreciated. Instead of a movie about a pointy-eared 
costume with a threadbare plot inserted to move things along, 
actors like Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Gary Oldman and 
Morgan Freeman make you feel as though you're watching an 
honest, compelling drama which just happens to have a garish 
costume and fisticuffs in it. 

Bruce Wayne’s confusion, his struggle with the dif- 
ference between revenge and justice, his role as savior 
and/or judge of Gotham City and its criminal element, and the 
ideological subtleties that divide him from the militant crusader 
R’as Al Ghul, make for excellent conversation that will surface 
inevitably at a Film and Theology class soon. Liam Neeson’s 
character asserts that “criminals thrive on societies tolerance”, 
which is something tragic and true about our current state of 
world affairs. His solution, however — to take it upon one’s 
self to be judge, jury and executioner — fails to convince an 
impressionable Wayne. 

In this film, Batman doesn’t believe he can be Gotham’s 
judge. Instead, he aspires to be a symbol, to take up a mantle 
that embodies something greater than man, an incorruptible 
legend that will inspire fear and hope respectively in those 
who need it; he wants to save Gotham, not destroy it. While 
the character lacks in many ways as a parallel for Christ, 
screenwriter David Goyer's take on Bruce Wayne’s motiva- 
tions more closely mirror the battle we have as believers, 
seeking to embody Christ (who is not mere legend, but living 
reality) to be a light for the lost. The film is a darker, yet less 
vengeful, take on the Bat-mythos, as Batman’s heart is for a 
lost city and his goal is to be a light which brings its people 
back from social and spiritual rot. 

As with the recent X-Men and Spider-man films, fore- 
thought can be felt in the storytelling so that the film works 
very nicely as a singular work, yet remains wide open for a 
natural progression of the characters in a sequel, trilogy, or 
franchise. Hollywood is finally learning how to handle these 
characters more deftly, making the transition from printed 
page to moving cinema. Of course, for every “Batman Begins” 
there’s still a “Daredevil”, but at least comic book movies now 
have about the same ratio of success or stink as other genres 
in the Hollywood machine. They've also finally discovered that 
there is no singular “comic book feel”; the tone of a Batman 
film needs to be worlds apart from the pace and rhythm of a 
Spider-man film. The tone and audience of comic books is 
as diverse as books or television or any other medium, and 
directors like Christopher Nolan are finally figuring that out. 

Batman has emerged, born again, from his batcave, and 
our Culture has responded with awe and respect. Maybe Bruce 
can sublet the cave to Darth Vader, and a mournful Anakin 
Skywalker can lick his Lucas-inflicted wounds and rest up. 
Then again, frequent cries of “NO” might scare the bats. 1% 








“To Remember” 


By Venus Tan 


Looking ahead 

A lone figure in a boat 

Out in the open sea. 

What is man, that you are mindful of him? 


To create this earth for him to live 


So beautiful yet sometimes he may fail to see. 


That you create all these, 
all these for him. 


Lush forests of green, 

Many shade of one, 

textures to fit every form. 

If he bents down to examine, 

he can be reminded that 

just as you make the tiny veins on the leaves 
just so, you care for him. 


He tried to hide 

In his little man-made world. 
To look down on his works 
Rather than up above. 


For the tallest buildings cannot penetrate 
The shield over the earth. 

When the mountain ranges fail, 

the oceans take over. 


For such a magnificent earth, 
You will destroy 

To make room for another 
For mankind you love. 


EXPRESSIONS 


Untitled 
By Jeremiah Lawson 


Can't see any stars tonight 

Past all the clouds and city light 
So I can’t wish upon a star 

It makes a difference who you are 


The street lamps say, “You’ve gone too far. 
Why should you wish upon a star? 
Should you not wish on what is near? 


Things good for wishing are right here.” 


So should I wish upon the cloud 
That many bright stars does enshroud? 
“Why no!” they shout, “That’s not allowed 


Your wish must be on something proud.” 


You see the stars you talk about 
Are ones that long ago burned out 
So tell me do you have the right 
To wish upon that long dead light? 


The cloud is dumb and only wears 

The light from anything that glares 

You cannot wish upon a cloud 

Your wish must be on something proud. 


I’m sure you'd say it isn’t sound 

To wish on something on the ground. 
If I were wishing what should I 

Then wish upon that’s in the sky? 


The street lamps say, “It’s good you ask 
The orange light in which you bask 

Is just the light for wishing on 

And we shine well from dusk ‘til dawn.” 


“Don't wish on dead light long delayed 
Or on the clouds we have inveighed 
To stay your mind on and be staid 


Use light for which your taxes paid.” 


Say what you will but realize 
Your granting wishes is no prize 
Your orange glow is still on loan 
At least the star’s light is its own. 


And don’t you stand upon the ground? 
To wish on you would be unsound. 
The wish you grant would not suffice 
A wish my taxes paid for twice. 
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Blaise Pascal 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Blaise Pascal was born June 19, 1623 in Claremont, France 
shortly after the Protestant Reformation. His mother died 
when he was only three years of age. His father Etienne 
raised Pascal and educated the young boy whose brilliant 
mind proved him to be a genius. 

At the age of fourteen Pascal was invited to join a 
weekly gathering of the leading geometricians from Paris. 
By the age of sixteen he had written a groundbreaking book 
on geometry that some critics rejected, believing it was far 
too complicated to have been conceived by someone of his 
young age. 


Science 

At the age of nineteen Pascal invented the first calculator in 
an effort to assist his father with complex mathematics. He 
made some fifty such machines which became the distant 
cousins to the modern day computer. 

At the age of thirty-one Pascal invented probability 
theory in response to questions his friend posed to him 
regarding gambling. He also clarified theories on pressure 
and vacuum, studied hydraulic fluids, created the first 
hydraulic press, and invented the syringe. Additionally, he 
also created the first public transportation system, which 
was a bus line built for the poor residents of Paris. His 
scientific legacy is so profound that today an SI unit of 
pressure, as well as a computer program, are named in 
honor of Pascal. 


Faith 

Pascal was a practicing Catholic Christian with one 
curious distinction. He was part of a reform movement 
within Catholicism called the Jansenists. Like the Protestant 
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reformers (e.g. John Calvin and Martin Luther), they looked 
to the teachings of the church father Augustine for much 
of their theological insights. Subsequently, Pascal and the 
Jansenists, much like the Protestant reformers, believed 
that human works played no part in salvation as it was a 
gift of God given by grace through Jesus Christ alone and 
received by personal faith in Jesus. Additionally, they held 
that Scripture alone was the highest authority, towering 
over such things as human reasoning and church tradition. 
This caused great friction between Pascal and traditional 
Catholic dogma. 

Pascal spent some years of his life living in relative 
apathy to God, marked by perhaps drinking excessively and 
carousing with loose women. Then, late on the evening of 
November 23, 1654, he had what he referred to as the 
“night of fire.” It was on that night that God profoundly 
convicted him of his sin and Pascal recommitted himself 
to the faithful service of Jesus Christ, marked by a love of 
Scripture, hatred of sin, and doing of good works for the 
poor. In memory, from that night forward Pascal kept a 
copy of Psalm 18:16 on him each day that simply read, “I 
will not forget thy word.” 

Pascal’s devotion to Jesus and Scripture lead to a 
conflict with fellow French Christian philosopher René 
Descartes. Descartes became the father of modernism and 
Pascal was very troubled by Descartes’ elevation of philo- 
sophical reasoning over Scripture, saying, “l cannot forgive 
Descartes.” Pascal was also known to declare that Jesus 
Christ was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and not 
the god invented by the minds of philosophers. 





“Not only do we know God through 
Jesus Christ, but we only Know 
ourselves through Jesus Christ; 

we only know life and death through 
Jesus Christ. Apart from Jesus 

Christ we cannot know the meaning 
of our life or death, of God, or of 
ourselves.” — Blaise Pascal 1661 





Perhaps Pascal is best known among Christians for 
his concept called “the wager” and his book Pensées. In 
the wager Pascal was not trying to prove that God exists, 
but rather persuasively reason that believing in God and 
pursuing a fuller knowledge of Him was the wisest choice 
a person could make. Applying the fundamental thinking 
of his probability theory, Pascal reasoned that if someone 
believes there is no God, then upon death they have every- 
thing to lose if they are wrong, and nothing to gain if they 
are right. Conversely, if someone believes there is a God, 
then upon death they have nothing to lose and everything 
to gain, for if there is no God they lose nothing, and if there 
is a God then they are granted eternal life with Him. 





Pascal’s best known book, the Pensées (meaning 
“thoughts”), is in fact not a book at all. The working title of 
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the book was “Apology of the Christian Religion,” which 
denoted Pascals desire to write a comprehensive and 
compelling defense of the Christian faith. In preparation 
for the writing of his tome, Pascal collected his thoughts 
on scraps of paper as they came to him and collected 
them in various places, such as throughout his home and 


in his coat pockets. 


Death 


Tragically, Pascal, who 
was sick throughout 
his life, died in Paris 
on August 19, 1662, 
two months after his 
39th birthday. He never 
did get to write his 
crowning book and the 
Pensées are simply the 
various thoughts he had 
scattered on scraps of 
paper. Amazingly, his 
unfinished thoughts 
alone were so profound that they remain a bestselling 
book over 300 years later. 

With his death imminent, Blaise Pascal gave his 
home to a poor family suffering with small pox. Fittingly, 
Pascal's final words from his deathbed were, “May God 
never abandon me.” 1% 


For further reading: Peter Kreeft’s book “Christianity for 
Modern Pagans” is an excellent compilation of and com- 
mentary on Pascal’s Pensées if you can overlook the 
Catholic bias at the end. 





His legacy is still honored to this day. 


Mars Hill Community Groups 


opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic relation- 


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.” (Heb 10:24-25) 

Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the early 
New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, Christians 
gathered together in homes for the purposes of studying 
Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community and advanc- 
ing the Gospel in their culture. They held everything in common 
through friendship, prayer, fellowship, meals and study. 

All community groups take place in the homes of 
church members who are committed to sharing their lives 
with those who participate in their group. The purpose of 
community groups is to provide a warm environment with 


ships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic biblical community 
with God and others, find nourishment and accountability 
as you mature in your own walk with Christ and establish a 
support center from which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A com- 
prehensive list of groups with contact information is available 
online, in the connect center, and below. 

Interested in leadership (hosting, facilitating, coaching) 
within the Community Group Ministry? email leadership@ 


marshillchurch.org 


(Please contact the host for address, directions, etc. 
using the contact information given below) 





MONDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Mark Blair 

Email: marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 

Led By: Ken French 

Contact: Becky Clements 
Phone: (206) 297-0702 

Email: 
rebeccaclements@hotmail.com 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Josh Wall 

Phone: (206) 524-2032 

Email: zoned_out2@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 

Led By: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
Phone: (206) 418-0405 
Email: cupkate@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Redmond 7pm 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: (206) 619-3824 
Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Paul Miller 
Contact: Mike Murphey 
Phone: (206) 547-0635 


Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 


For Men Only 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: (206) 235-4215 


Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Roger Iverson 
Phone: (206) 226-0984 
Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Central District 
Led By: Wes Oaks 
Contact: Brian Truman 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, 
Sally Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: (425) 830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Jon Cross 

Contact: Jon and Amie Cross 
Phone: (206) 782-1398 
Email: 
across@seattlechristian.org 


Greenlake 7:30pm 

Led By: Lee Brown 

Contact: Christy Oosten 
Phone: (206) 297-6391 
Email: c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: (206) 219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 
Led By: Dan Kronstad 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: Phil Smidt, James 
Dahlman 

Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: (425) 744-0588 
Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Lynnwood 10am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
For Women Only 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Tony Bolander 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: (206) 979-8811 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: (206) 361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 
Led By: Michael Adeney 
Contact: Michael Adeney 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: (206) 992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
Phone: (206) 417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


So. Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and Sammi 
Nelson 

Phone: (425) 432-0748 

Email: applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: (206) 755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Jacob Beers 

Contact: Jacob Beers 

Phone: (206) 524-3396 

Email: jbeers707@hotmail.com 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Josh Dougherty 
Contact: Josh Dougherty 
Phone: (360) 620-2180 
Email: doughj@spu.edu 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 
Contact: Molly Hadaway 
Phone: (206) 368-8952 
Email: 
mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Gasworks Park 6pm 
Led By: Torrey Maben 
Contact: Torrey Maben 
Phone: (206) 285-7027 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Bryan Ver Beek 
Contact: Bryan and 

Krista Ver Beek 

Phone: (206) 783-8098 
Email: bkverbeek@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney, 

Sierra Pocza 

Contact: Sierra Pocza 

Phone: (425) 836-2410 

Email: sierrapocza@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Micah Stroh 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: (206) 313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7pm 

Led By: Richard Harleman 
Contact: Richard Harleman 
Phone: (425) 205-9367 

Email: raharleman@hotmail.com 


Lynnwood 7:15pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: (206) 383-2092 
Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Eric Youngpblut 
Contact: Eric and Carla 
Youngpblut 

Phone: (206) 219-9125 
Email: 
ericandcarla@youngpblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: (206) 297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Sammamish 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam or Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: (425) 868-0341 


Led By: John Rivard 
Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: (206) 484-3886 


Email: Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


torreym@marshillchurch.org 


Phone: (206) 903-8545 
Email: 
motoroilandbedhead@yahoo.com 


Contact: Jason Cowan Phone: (206) 240-7589 
Email: Email: mwadeney@u.washington. 


jasoncowan98@yahoo.com edu FRIDAY 


Email: john @rivards.net 
TUESDAY 


Ballard 

Led By: Scott Richardson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: (206) 783-5902 

Email: ballardcommunitygroup@ 
earthlink.net 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: (206) 706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: (206) 650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Rick James 

Phone: (512) 626-9518 

Email: denali_2000@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Everett 

Led By: Tim Quiring 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: (425) 379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: (206) 427-7869 
Email: timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Matthew Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: (206) 388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 
Contact: Hunter and 

Molly Hadaway 

Phone: (206) 368-8952 
Email: 
mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: (206) 297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Queene Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: (206) 300-0960 
Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Redmond 

Led By: Jesse Winkler 
Contact: Jesse Winkler 

Phone: (425) 558-9433 

Email: jessewinkler@verizon.net 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Jamie Wallace 

Contact: Jamie Wallace 

Phone: (425) 605-4524 

Email: jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 

Contact: Tim and Dulci Klassen 
Phone: (425) 373-3377 

Email: timndulc@hotmail.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: (425) 776-3210 
Email: klcrgibbs@msn.com 
For Women Only 


BODYLIFE 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: (206) 842-1402 
Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle 

Led By: Paul Petry 

Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
Email: 
pastorpaul@marshillchurch.org 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 
Contact: Mike and Trisha 
Wilkerson 

Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. The does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 


service 
By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 


in the foyers 
By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 


if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - 
giving@marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


email 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 


GIVING TRENDS 























Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2004- June 19, 2005) 
May 15 $65,000.00 $67,651.00 352 3451 

Total Given $3,330,505.00 
May 22 $65,000.00 $70,693.00 384 3501 Households 2259 

Average Giving $125.47/mo. 
May 29 $65,000.00 $72,355.00 279 2726 Per household 
June 8 $65,000.00 $87,657.00 413 3629 

EXPAND CAMPAIGN 

June 12 $65,000.00 $65,007.00 329 3433 

Due to a growing church body 
June 19 $65,000.00 $55,569.00 306 3083 and space limitations, we have 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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purchased a new facility one 
block North at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars 





in the next 16 months -— for full 
details check out the “EXPAND” 








FLYER or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 















































Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,129,748 
Number of 

Giving Households 762 











We ask that each household 
pray and do what they can to 

















contribute to our church project 
— if every person does their part, 














July 


August September October 





November December 


January February 


March April May 


we should be able to reach our 














Monthly Budget 





$192,000.00 


$235,000.00 | $188,000.00 | $245,000.00 


$196,000.00 | $300,000.00 


$277,500.00 | $222,000.00 


$222,000.00 | $260,000.00 | $325,000.00 








B Actual Given 





$192,086.00 











$218,323.61 | $191,265.43 | $264,387.49 








$214,880.35 | $589,176.92 








$298,186.00 | $290,209.00 














$221,887.19 | $294,009.00 | $351,387.00 





*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 


goal as we continue to reach the 
city of Seattle for Christ. 














MarskHill 


Outdoor Golf Classic 





A Benefit for 








1 3 agathos 


Saturday, August 27 


Golfers, Volunteers and Sponsors Needed 
Contact: Meilee Lim 


limmei@gmail.com 








BODYLIFE 


Lit Path Dance } 


Learn hip-hop and 

modern-jazz in this 

8-week dance course taug 
by company founders. 
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New? Not Connected? 

Explore the Gospel Class! 

Classes start Sunday July 10th, 3:00-4:45 

This class is designed to be the first point of connection 


for those considering Mars Hill as their church home, for 
a season or for a lifetime. It also serves as the theological 
foundation from which our theology and community springs. 

Content of the class includes an overview of The 
Scriptures, God, Creation, Sin, Salvation, Stewardship, The 
Missional Church, Spiritual Gifts and Mars Hill Church's core 
values, giving everyone a healthy overview of basic Biblical 
theology and how this plays out philosophically and practi- 
cally in the way we embody the gospel to the neighborhood 
in which we live. 

We ask that every potential church member take this 
class to assess how they feel about God, the Gospel and 
Mars Hill Church, praying for discernment and growth as 
they choose a local body of believers to call their family. 
This class is required for church membership and any of our 
subsequent Capstone Classes. 


\ 


Wednesdays at Gasworks 

Wednesdays at 6pm, 2101 N Northlake Way Seattle 

We have reserved the large shelter and BBQ area for our 
use. The grills will be up and running by about 6pm for people 
to use. Bring your own meat (or fake meat) and, if you like, 
something to share. There will be volleyball, frisbee, etc. until 
around 7:30, when we'll gather people together for some 
teaching followed by a time for small group questions/inter- 
action. Afterwards, people will probably head back to playing 
some more sports and wander around until dark. 

While church leadership takews some time to regroup 
for a busy fall, these members will be providing an oppor- 
tunity for MH members and guests to gather midweek for 
some food, fellowship and teaching. It also provides a great 
opportunity to introduce friends and neighbors to Mars Hill 
and Jesus. 
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Baptisms & Baby Dedications 

Do you have a new arrival to the family, or have you 
recently invited Christ into your life, and want to make a 
public declaration of your faith? Contact us now to get on 
the list for baptisms and baby dedications. For baptism, 
email jen@marshillchurch.org For baby dedication, email 
katie@marshillchurch.org 


The Breakfast Club 

(Don’t you forget about me...) 

Saturday mornings at 10am. This is a great ministry for new 
church goers to get connected with our church. With the new 
building becoming a reality the church really needs to build this 
ministry over the next year. Contact jay@marshillchurch.org 


The Mission is Clear! 

With 70% of all HIV infected living in Africa and a reported 
2.3 million AIDS deaths during 2004 in Sub-Saharan Africa 
alone — the Agathos Foundation has mobilized to take action. 
By creating low-cost, self-sustaining villages, which house 
surviving children and widows we expect to meet many 
needs and relieve much suffering 


Every 5 weeks in Sub-Saharan Africa as many deaths 
occur from AIDS as the entire recent tsunami crisis! 


Agathos Foundation currently has a functioning self-sus- 
taining village in South Africa that has 29 in their care. The 
next step is to buy the Boettiger farm that has a potential 
of housing 1200 orphans and widows. This purchase will 
happen when 300 more Mars Hillians have “signed up” to 
become ACT NOW donors. ACT NOW donors pledge to 
give $25 a month for 6 years to purchase the first Agathos 
farm. Simultaneously, $100,000 is being given through one- 
time gifts - thus expediting the date of purchase and limiting 
the ACT NOW donor obligation to 5 years. 

To visit ACT NOW visit www.agathosfoundation. 
org and sign up. For questions/additional information see 
our booth in the MH Connect Center or e-mail Richard 
at raharleman@hotmail.com 


Childrens’ Ministry Needs Your Help! 
Childrens’ ministry is in need of office assistance and 
additional help for our Sunday morning services! As well, 
starting in October, they’re looking for someone who can 
sing and play guitar or keyboard/piano for assistance 
with their Wednesday night “Jericho Junction” program. 
Interested parties please contact Tami McKinley at 
tami@marshillchurch.org 


BODYLIFE 


OSOS 


Lend a Hand at Church! 


Jay Edmark is requesting volunteer handymen that could 
come in during the weekday to help with various projects 
around the church that come up. No specific skills neces- 
sary, as there is always a ton of different chores that he 
needs done anytime or day throughout the week. 

He would also like volunteers to help on Sundays before 
and/or after any of the services with set up and breakdown of 
various things around the church. All these jobs require only 
a 30-45 min. commitment on Sundays and are great ways to 
meet fellow Mars Hillians and get involved in the church. 

Contact Jay Edmark, Facilities Manager for Mars Hill 
Church, through calling the church at 206-706-6641 or 
e-mail him at jay@marshillchurch.org 


Internships at Mars Hill 

Do you have computer skills? Looking for a creative and 
unique way to serve the body? Mars Hill Church ts looking 
for technical interns in three vital areas: 


Mac Network Intern: Work with IT and worship depart- 
ments to grow and support the Mac network and manage 
media content data. 

Systems Administrator Intern: Learn current and 
future tools employed by Mars Hill for managing backoffice 
and collaboration systems. 

Windows Support Intern: Assist with the administration 
of the windows network and provide helpdesk support to 
church staff. 


Attention Business Owners! 

Do you have a passion for golf and helping others? 
Sponsorships are needed! Mars Hill Golf Classic benefitting 
the Agathos Foundation needs you! Promote your business 
by signing up for one of our sponsorship packages, which 
may include: 

e logo exposure on printed material 

e media exposure 

e sponsored holes 

e signage 

e display booths 

e sponsored golf teams 


If interested, contact Meilee Lim at limmei@gmail.com for 
sponsorship information and available packages. 
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july 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 





weekly this season 





sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(childrens’ ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 
gospel class 
The first point of connection for those consider- 
ing Mars Hill as their church home. Content of the 
class covers our core values, biblical theology, our 
mission and how to participate with us spiritually 
and practically. Remember: class starts on July 
10th! Registration is in the Connect Center. 
“the breakfast club” 
(10am saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Contact 
jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. 


also in july and early august 


gasworks park gathering 
(6pm, 2101 N. Northlake Way Seattle) 
A weekly gathering at Gasworks Park each 
Wednesday night at 6pm for fellowship and teach- 
ing. Bring your own food and something to share if 
you like! 


dinner picnic on bainbridge island 
Feel like kickin’ it Kitsap County Style? Join Bob 
and Dixie Moore for a little fellowship, a little food 
and a little ferry-riding on July 21. Contact the 
Moores for details: rim@bainbridge.net or (206) 
842-1402 


mars hill outdoors 
contact each event leader for details on these and 
other outdoor events! get the details for our events 
by visiting the outdoors kiosk in the connect center 
July 2-4 


Backpacking 
Lisa Dale - lisamdale@hotmail.com 
July 4 


Fireworks Kayaking! 

Jeannie Fleming - jeannef1 @comcast.net 

Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 
July 9 

SCUBA Dive Day 

Janelle Baarspul - jabaarspul@yahoo.com 
July 16 

Rafting, Deschutes River 

Eric Studerus - estuderus@ci.everett.wa.us 


Vv 
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July 3 4 
Sunday Services Outdoors Ministry 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Fireworks Kayaking 


10 11 12 
Sunday Services 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 

7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


17 18 19 
Sunday Services 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 

7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


24 25 26 
Sunday Services 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 

7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


31 August 1 2 
Sunday Services 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 

7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


7 8 9 
Sunday Services 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 

7:15pm 


Gospel Class 3pm 


July 16 

Hiking, Rattlesnake Trail 

Justin Auld - }1auld@yahoo.com 
July 23 

Climbing, Mt. Rainier 

Jim Mallory - jrmallory@hotmail.com 
July 30 

Overnight Kayaking, Blake Island 

Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 


film and theology (monthly) 

July 8, 6:45 “Hero” 
International action star Jet Li is a fearless 
warrior with no name on a mission of revenge 
for the massacre of his people. Join Mars Hill 
Pastors as they discuss how this film explores 
philosophy and religion. 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
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Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


13 
Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


20 
Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


27 
Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


3 
Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


Paradox Show 
7:30pm Champion 


14 
Paradox Show 
7:30pm Cherem 


21 
Dinner Picnic on 
Bainbridge Island 


28 


Film & Theology: 
“Hero” 6:45pm 


22 


29 


Breakfast Club 10am 


16 

Breakfast Club 10am 
Outdoors: Rafting 
6am; Paradox 8pm 
Stay Gold; 

Coalition: Arlington 
Skate Park 2pm 


23 

Breakfast Club 10am 
Outdoors Ministry: 
Mt. Rainier Climbing 
8am 

Paradox Show 

8pm The Pale Pacific 


30 

Breakfast Club 10am 
Outdoors Ministry: 
Blake Island Over- 
night Kayaking 
Coalition: Carnation 
Skate Park 2pm 


6 
Breakfast Club 10am 


Gasworks Park 
Gathering 6pm 


11 12 13 
Breakfast Club 10am 


music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org 
for more information on concerts. 


July 7, 7:30p - Cost: $7 
Bands: Champion, Stop At Nothing, Betrayed & 
more... 

July 14, 7:30p - Cost: $6 
Bands: Cherem, Hell Promise, The Dead Un- 
known & more... 

July 16, 8p - Cost: $7 
Bands: Stay Gold, The Answer, Killing the Dream, 
Sinking Ships 

July 23, 8p - Cost: $7 
Bands: The Pale Pacific, Mercir, Careen & Tom 
Grant 


coalition skating 
Ready to shred some concrete? Join this new 
skateboarding ministry and show your skills! 
July 16, 2pm 
Location: Arlington Skate Park 2pm-4pm 
July 30th, 2pm 
Location: Carnation Skate Park, 2pm-4pm 


